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Since 24th February, much of our atten-

tion has been focused on the Russian
invasion of Ukraine. A good number of us
have gathered daily via Zoom to pray for
God’s sovereign outcome to this terrible
conflict. I would like to thank everyone
who has committed to prayer for breakthrough in this crisis, and also to those
who have given so generously to support
both Vasily Khimich and his fellow volunteer Chaplains as they minister to the
Ukrainian military; and Eduard and Marianan Rosca and the Moldovan MCF as
they bless and provide material support
to many Ukrainian refugees in Moldova.

This is amazing, sacrificial work and we
aim to continue praying and giving as we
can until the conflict is fully resolved.
Ukraine is not the only country facing
great difficulty and our hearts go out
to so many others who are suffering,
tragically too numerous to name in this
short letter - but you know who they are,
and you are praying! This worldwide
blight of war, natural and manmade
disasters and sin, remind us time and
again how important it is that we, as the
Lord’s global family representatives in
the armed forces, should stand as one in
calling for the Lord’s best for our regions,
their military and their people. Being ‘All
one in Christ Jesus’ (Gal 3:28) has never
been so pertinent, so important and such
a witness to the Lord. Jesus prayed that
we might be united as He and the Father
are One (John 17:20ff), so that the world
might see that God sent Jesus. We are
experiencing some dark times, which
might become darker, but Jesus assures
us that in the darkness His light shines
brighter still. Our AMCF family stands or
crumbles on this proposition, so we are
determined that, setting aside those

differences that are not fundamental
to salvation, to discipleship and to
obedience, we will make a difference on this earth for His sake while
we can.
Every blessing to you as you seek to
do so and thank you for your loving
support of MMI.
Roddy
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IN THIS ISSUE...

Welcome to this Summer edition of MMI
News. I think the articles and reports
demonstrate again how much is going on
in the military Christian sphere and the
number of exciting opportunities that the
Lord has provided for MMI, ACCTS and
MSO, and our Military Christian Fellowships around the globe. By the time our
next edition emerges, we will have said
a sad farewell to General Srilal Weerasooriya as our World President. We owe
him and his wife Dilhani a great deal
and are extremely grateful for how they
have prayed for, led, blessed and encouraged our global military family over
the years of Srilal’s Presidency. We say
farewell to them in their current roles and
welcome Srilal’s successor Major General
Essel Soriano, of whom I have written
elsewhere in this edition, in early October 2022. Please pray for Srilal, Dilhani,
Essel and Evelyn as they all prepare for
this handover and the new challenges it
represents for them all.

General Essel Soriano

03
3

mmi.org.uk • MMI NEWS • SUMMER 2022

Thank you very much for your support of Ukraine and our ministry!
During the second half of April and May we were busy serving soldiers,
military widows and military families as follows:
1. Using the Internet, we have several prayer times every day with
different groups, including the group of military widows. We also study
the Bible during these meetings.
2. There were several meetings with large groups of soldiers for
evangelism.
3. We received food produce several times at the logistics centres and
then distributed them to soldiers and widows.
4. We visit widows, and they themselves regularly come to our office.
One day six widows even arrived together!
5. We were able to include a large group of military widows in the UN
humanitarian program.
6. I baptized a young American who came to Ukraine as a volunteer
soldier to protect us.
7. Daily I continue to send a Word of Encouragement from the Bible
individually a few hundred people (mostly soldiers).
8. I continue to coordinate the ministry of the chaplains of our teams.
My wife Valya is very active in helping me with all of this.
A very great encouragement for us is the international daily prayer through
Zoom, which has been held by MMI since the beginning of the war.
Our Prayer Needs are:
1. For God to give strength, wisdom and unity to all our military.
2. That our soldiers and the people of Ukraine would put their hope in
God.
3. That the Lord would bless our chaplains in their service and keep them
safe.
4. For God to give strength to my wife and myself so we can continue our
ministries at this time, and also for God to protect us, our relatives and
our homes.
May God bless you all!

Vasily
4

A letter from Vasily Khimich, Leader Ukraine Protestant MCF and Chaplain
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Great excitement at the European

EUROPE

EUROPE

Dear MMI Family,

Military Meeting 22
REGIONAL TEAM LEADER EUROPE REV. GROZDAN STOEVSKI

There was great excitement among
the participants of the European
Military Christian Meeting (EMCM)
which took place in person, instead
of on-line as in 2020 and 2021.
There were 42 participants from 18
countries (Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Greece, Kosovo,
Serbia, Poland, Finland, Germany, Turkey, Italy, the Netherlands,
France, Romania, Ukraine, UK and
USA). The theme for the meeting
came from Luke 7:7, “Just say the
Word” and was beautifully expanded by the two AMCF Vice-Presidents, Col (ret) Timo Vehviläinen
(Finland) and Rev Mike Terry (UK).
Besides the numbers and the theme,
there were several other factors
which made this conference unique:
•

The excitement and joy of being
able to hug and have fellowship
with fellow brothers and sisters was
tangible. Indeed, God has created
us as social beings with a need to
get together physically and profess
our faith as a community, a koinonia,
of believers. Although online tools

are useful for ministry, they cannot
replace the importance and impact
of a real, physical meeting.
•

The meeting took place in a very
troubled time for Europe and especially Ukraine, as there was (and
still is) war going on in the eastern
part of the country. The participants
were able to join in the evening Daily
Johannes
and Naomi
Prayers
for Ukraine,
as organized
and hosted by the MMI staff – an
on-going prayer ministry which
started when the war broke out on
24 February 2022. We have been
blessed to have Col (ret) Sergei
Lysenko, President of the All-Ukrainian Brotherhood, the Orthodox MCF
of the country. Unfortunately, Vasili
and Valya, leaders of the Protestant
MCF in Ukraine, were not able to
join us for EMCM, however they are
constantly in our prayers - not just at
the conference but also in our MMI
Daily Prayers.

•

The participants enjoyed a warm
welcome, Christian love and true
hospitality from the monastery staff
as well as through the outstanding
logistical coordination work of the
Czech MCF.

5
mmi.org.uk • MMI NEWS • SUMMER 2022

The “All one in Christ Jesus” ethos
of EMCM was emphasized in that it
took place at a Catholic monastery,
and through Grozdan’s talk looking
at helpful aspects of different traditions. In particular, he emphasized
the importance of Confession and
Repentance (as seen in the story
of the Centurion in Luke 7) and its
role for healing and renewal in our
spiritual life. Several participants
decided to take personal Confession
with their pastors and parish priests
following EMCM.

Some of the highlights of the conference were:
•

•

•

6

The public statement of Col Axel von
Freymann, Vice-president of CoV,
that the German MCF will make
more effort to return on the international scene of military Christian
work. This is an answer to many
years of prayer.
The importance of a more intentional ministry to both military wives
and serving women, as an integral
part of MMI’s work in Europe, was
presented by representatives of
the small working-group of women
who are Praying and Planning this
development.

was able to deliver his talk on a live
video connection, projected on a
big screen. God most certainly used
Roddy’s talk on our calling, position and identity in Christ to bring
encouragement to all participants,
who kept referring to this message
throughout the weekend.
Finally, we have to admit with sadness that we have missed the presence of our brothers and sisters from
the Russian and Belorussian MCFs.
Our daily prayer and hope continue to be that the God of peace will
give peace “at all times and in every
way.” (2 Thess 3:16).
EMCM 2022 is now history, but its
influence and impact are yet to be
seen. We trust God’s guidance and
leading for the next European Military Christian Meeting, hopefully in
more peaceful times and in greater
numbers.

The participation of two dear guests,
Professor Kostadin Nushev, from
the Orthodox Department of Sofia
State University and Stanislaw Cinal,
the Alpha International Director for
Central and Eastern Europe. Both
men blended very well with the rest
of the attendees and their contributions to the Programme were much
appreciated.

As at any EMCM, there were some
challenges too. Maj Gen Roddy
Porter, MMI Chief Executive was
unable to travel to Želiv as he had
tested positive for Covid. God turned
this circumstance for good and he
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Niels Woodstra & Grozdan with members
of the Czech MCF.

Long-awaited meeting of friends
A personal view of EMCM

COLONEL (RET'D) SERGEI SENKO PRESIDENT OF THE UKRAINE ORTHODOX MCF

The Meeting of the leaders of the
national MCFs in Europe took place
after several years of interruption
caused by the Covid-19 quarantine
restrictions, in early May 2022. For
the first time in 15 years, this conference was not held in the German
city of Lübeck, but in the Czech
Republic at the Zeliv Roman Catholic
monastery.
The 2022 European Military Christian
meeting was a long-awaited reunion
of old Christian military veteran
friends, many of whom have known
each other for 25 years or more. At
the same time, new participants and
representatives of national military
Christian communities from Turkey,
Kosovo, Serbia, Bulgaria, USA,
France and other countries took part
in the work of the meeting. Due to
the outbreak of war between Russia
and Ukraine and the disruption of
communications and logistics, many
representatives of national MCFs
from the Baltic countries, Poland,
Ukraine and of course from Russia,
could not come. I, the author of
these lines, retired colonel Sergei
Lysenko, had to represent Ukraine
alone, unlike in previous years, when
the number of representatives of our
national MCFs was bigger.
Due to military restrictions caused by
the declaration of martial law by the
Government of Ukraine, the airspace
was closed and civil aviation flights
were completely stopped. The only
possible way to get from Ukraine to
the conference was by rail or bus
through Poland or Slovakia. Instead
of a two-hour flight from Kiev to

EUROPE

EUROPE

•

Prague, it took me 32 hours to get
to Želiv by bus. It was a gruelling
trip with many stops and delays due
to the threat of rocket attacks in
Ukraine and the difficulties of crossing the border with the EU, due to
the priority movement of military and
humanitarian cargo through border
crossings.
The reward for the hardships endured was the joy of prayerful and
friendly fellowship with old friends
and fruitful discussion of interesting
and important theological issues.
Good organization by the MCF of
the Czech Republic, the personal
efforts of the brothers Martin, Kamil,
Vladan, the military chaplain Father
Peter and sister Kostadina, as well
as others from the Czech MCF,
helped a lot.

The conference proved the possibility of organizing a prayer meeting of
leaders of military Christian organizations across Europe even with war
in the region. It also demonstrated
European solidarity and the prayerful
unity of Christians of different confessions for the people and Armed
Forces of Ukraine, in their opposition
to Russian aggression.
This meeting of leaders of European Military Christian Organizations
demonstrated the importance of
international associations of military
Christian movements, such as AMCF,
ACCTS and MMI, to mobilize and
coordinate the efforts of national
MCFs in support of military Christians
and the entire people of Ukraine
in their just war for maintaining the
integrity and independence of their
country.

7
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Most Rev Fr Movses, Chief Chaplain
of Armenia, Fr Jordan Bozilov,
Bulgarian General Staff College, Maj
Gen Roddy Porter MMI, and Maj Dr
George Popivanov, from the Military
Medical Academy of Bulgaria
Christian education in schools and
the parish: Prof Kostadin Nushev,
Prof Ivo Yanev, Prof Polina Spirova,
PhD candidate Velina Andonova and
others
International Alpha Team: Peter

Grozdan, RTL Europe

and resources at the 4th International
Orthodox Consultation.’
REGIONAL TEAM LEADER EUROPE REV. GROZDAN STOEVSKI
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“Exchange of Spiritual Experience
and Resources for catechizing the
parish” was the theme of the 4th
International Orthodox Consultation
which took place 16-18 May in
Sofia, Bulgaria. Besides exchange
of ideas and best practices in how
better to evangelize and disciple
parish members, the main purpose
of the meeting was to introduce and
adapt the well-known Alpha Course
to the Orthodox context.
The meeting was attended by
priests, academics (professors,
PhD candidates, students) military
Chaplains, and MMI represented
by Chief Executive, Maj Gen Roddy
Porter and Team Leader Europe,
Rev Grozdan Stoevski. In all,
eight countries were represented:
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Bulgaria, UK, Poland, Romania,
Turkey, Armenia, Serbia, Lebanon.
The consultation was hosted by the
Theological Department of Sofia
State University, in close partnership
with the Bulgarian St George
Military Christian Fellowship.
Grozdan’s opening talk asked
the question “Why talk about
catechizing the parish?” In
answering he drew on Holy
Scripture as well as the writings of St
John Chrysostom (4th century).
The presentations delivered covered
three main areas:
1. The ministry of the military
Chaplain which included a talk by
Roddy.
2. Christian education in schools
and the parish.

(Lebanon), Stanislaw Cinal (Poland),
Tanya Uzunyan (Turkey).

Fr Jordan Bozilov, General Staff College chaplain

‘ Exchange of spiritual experience

Johnes (UK), Rev. Nabil Shehadi

EUROPE

EUROPE

Presentations were given by:
The ministry of the military Chaplain:

3. The Alpha Course as a great
tool of evangelism and discipleship,
with talks given by the Alpha
International Team present.
The event included a pilgrimage
visit to the beautiful Bachkovo
Monastery and fellowship with His
Eminence, Bishop Sionij, who is a
friend of the St George MCF, and of
MMI.
Gen Roddy and Rev Grozdan had
to leave the monastery early for
a TV interview with the National
Military TV Channel on the subject
of “Military Chaplaincy and the
Christian perspective on war”.
Meanwhile, the rest of the delegates
witnessed a special Icon procession

as well as a visit to the ancient
Bishop’s Basilica (fifth century) in
Plovdiv.
The Fourth International Orthodox
Consultation has proved again
that the eternal truths of the
Gospel message are universal
and transferable in all Christian
traditions. It has also helped to
build new friendships and affirm
existing ones within the Orthodox
community, as a true expression of
the “All one in Christ Jesus” motto
of AMCF. It has also set up a small
committee to produce an Orthodoxfriendly version of the Alpha
Course, to be presented at a special
gathering in November 2022.

9
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Bulgarian MCF
CE/TL MMI RODDY PORTER

Scripture places great store by
remembering God’s goodness and
provision in days of old (see for
example Joshua 4:4-7). Grozdan
Stoevski and I had the privilege of
exploring the historical and spiritual
heritage of the Bulgarian (St George
the Victorious) MCF immediately before this year’s International Orthodox Consultation (IOC 4).
Together with Mr Radoslaw Simeonov, the Senior Historical Expert at
the Bulgarian MoD, we travelled to
the attractive town of Panagyurishte,
which nestles in the green and hilly
Central Balkan National Park, midway between Sofia and Plovdiv. We
were there to learn the story of Stoil
Findjikov, perhaps the first Bulgarian
Protestant military Christian, and
his role in the nationalist uprising of
1876.

On a warm spring afternoon, we met
the enthusiastic and deeply knowledgeable Director of the town’s excellent museum, Mr Atanas Shopov,
who guided us around the town, explaining the dramatic events of April
and May 1876, when the Bulgarian
Revolutionary Central Committee put
into action a plan to revolt against
their Ottoman overlords and declare
national independence.
A key event in this uprising was a
meeting on 14th April 1876, held
deep in the woods of the Oborishte
District, near Panagyurishte, where
the leaders agreed on how and
when to proclaim the insurrection.
Visiting the site that afternoon, we
learned that, winding up the meeting, the leaders asked for prayer.
The Orthodox priest present obliged

and then the leader turned to Stoil
Findjikov, an artilleryman by training
who had manufactured canons out
of cherry wood to supplement the
meagre weapons the nationalists
had scrabbled together. Findjikov, a
Protestant, prayed as follows,
“Dear God, sanctify us and our weak

weapons and the cannon, let them
be fearsome, and so the uprising
as well. Merciful God, we beg your
heavenly power to be with us, as we
have undertaken this great work in
favour of our nation.”

Almost inevitably, the insurrection
was betrayed to the Ottoman authorities before it even began and,
despite some hastily established
military dispositions, there was widespread slaughter. So violent were the
reprisals after the insurrection, that
there was global revulsion, which
led, it is no exaggeration to say,
inexorably to the Russian-Ottoman
war of 1877-78. One of the war’s
outcomes was Bulgarian independence. So, despite their premature
massacre, the nationalists actually
achieved the aim of independence
for their country.
The role of Stoil Findjikov is of considerable historical interest, and of
spiritual significance for the Bulgarian MCF. We were both fascinated
and inspired by this little-known
piece of Bulgarian history. Now, not
only is Findjikov’s prayer recalled
in the museum at Panagyurishte
(alongside replicas of his cherry
wood artillery pieces), but the MCF
can trace their spiritual descent to a
brave and godly soldier who sought
to ‘praise God and keep his powder
dry’.

10
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EUROPE

EUROPE

The Historical and Spiritual Legacy of the

Opposite Page: Right to Left,
Grozdan, Roddy and guide
at the Oborishte District
Memorial.
Above: Museum plaque of
Stoil Findjikov
Below: Replica of a Cherry
wood cannon
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Introducing the Military Christians of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo to
AMCF
REGIONAL TEAM LEADER FRANCOPHONE AFRICA ERIC MANDILLE

The decision of where and how
to focus our MMI French Speaking Africa team in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC) is the
result of Pray and Plan sessions, of
interaction with our East Africa MMI
brethren and spiritual support from
prayer groups in France and the
United Kingdom (a special thanks
to Daphne Carlier and her AFCU
prayer group’s dedication in praying
for DRC.).

12

We were unsure whether to approach and work with the MCF or
the Chaplaincy, but prayer, patience
and good communication through
emails and zoom meetings showed
us the way. The capitol city Kinshasa
and Chaplaincy would be the first
step and Lubumbashi (third largest
city, located in the Southeast of the
country) and MCF should be a later
second step, by the Grace of God.

mmi.org.uk • MMI NEWS • SUMMER 2022

Most of the final preparatory discussions were conducted with DRC
Protestant Chief Chaplain Rev Dr
Elie Sikamosi, Augustin Tchenkoua
(CCruMM /IAEC ) and Eric Mandille
(MMI/IAEC).
The main religious groups are Protestants, Roman Catholics and the Kimbanguist “Church” (African animist
Syncretism). The Protestant Churches are grouped in the “Church of
Christ in Congo” (Eglise du Christ au
Congo/ECC). The ECC is composed
of 95 Protestant (Evangelical) denominations. The Protestant Military
Chaplaincy is an ECC organization
working for the armed forces (copying the French Chaplaincy model).
The Chaplaincy has established
contacts with the DRC MCF whose
members are scattered across this
huge country but with an established

MMI was instrumental in helping
the MCF and Chaplaincy to get in
contact. Theological differences, as
well as jockeying for International
Christian resources, were hampering
a good relationship between the
two organizations. After this visit,
both MCF and Chaplaincy are now
considering future activities, made
possible through networking by
emails and facilitating zoom meetings, and two deliverables provided
by Principal Support Organizations
and other Military Ministries Organizations (MMI, IAEC, CCruMM, and
the French MCF). These deliverables
are French language Camouflage
cover NT, Bibles and Devotion booklets, and future Chaplains’ training
courses by IAEC. The frequent contacts and training sessions all target
the development and empowerment
of both the MCF and Chaplaincy.
The significance of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) for the IAEC
Chaplains training should be understood in a wider context. This is not
only an administrative step towards
routine training, but the first formal
step of integration of DRC military
Christians into the AMCF in practical activities, with the support of

AFRICA

AFRICA

core in Lubumbashi (Katanga, south
province), led by Rev Bertin Mwanya.

MMI. From now on AMCF VP Africa
East can rely on a military Christian
community aware of what AMCF
and its support organizations are.
The signing of the agreement was
introduced by a fervent prayer to our
Lord with thanks and dedication to
all the stakeholders, prayer groups,
supporters, and future trainees.

The direct consequences of our MMI
sponsored team visit to DRC were:
1. Introducing the DRC Military
Christians into the wider AMCF community.
2. Making the DRC Chaplaincy
aware of camo-cover Gideons NTs
and “Our Daily Bread/Notre Pain
Quotidien” availability in French
language, to consider camo Bibles
in French (facilitated by the French
MCF) and paving the way for a distribution of Swahili and Lingala camo
Bibles.
3. The signing of the MoU for two
Chaplains training in 2022
Looking forward to the next IAEC
sponsored training in September, we
pray that the Sisters and Brothers in
the Democratic Republic of Congo who live by Faith, may benefit
from this endeavour for the Glory of
Christ! Amen!
Eric and Augustin visited DRC in Feb 22

13
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is Announced
Essel, the current AMCF Vice President for
Southeast Asia and President of the Philippines MCF, has accepted an invitation
from General Srilal Weerasooriya, to succeed him as our next World President on
2nd October 2022. The change of command will take place during the ACCTS
Staff Meeting at White Sulphur Springs.
General Roddy Porter will represent MMI
at the ceremony.
MG Soriano has had a distinguished army
career. Born in 1957 in Bukidnon, he
was a member of the Philippines Military
Academy Class of 1979 and commissioned as an armoured corps officer.

He commanded the 2nd Mechanised Infantry Battalion in 2000 and, at the
height of the MNLF challenge in Southern Philippines, commanded operational Task Groups of the 6th Infantry Division (2001 to 2002). He deployed as the
Senior Philippines AF Representative in the Multi-National Coalition during Operations IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDURING FREEDOM at USCENTCOM, Florida,
USA from 2003 to 2005. He commanded 503rd Infantry Brigade from 2010 to
2011. He has also held the positions of: Assistant Division Commander in a Light
Armoured Division; Vice Commander, Philippines Army 2012-2013; and Chief,
Office of Ethical Standards and Public Accountability. He has trained all over the
world, including at Fort Knox, USA, and in Japan.

East Africa Prayer Convention Part 1.
MMI-FIELDWORKER AFRICA EAST AND AFRICA SOUTH COLONEL (RET.) HERMANN MEYER

After two years of COVID-related
interruption AMCF VP Africa East,
Maj Gen David Wakaalo once again
hosted this well-known region-wide
annual convention of fasting and
praying, in a centre on the banks
of the Nile at Karuma. There was a
group of 90 full time delegates, including delegations from Kenya and
S. Sudan, plus around 20 different
day visitors each day.
It was a turbulent journey from Entebbe at Lake Victoria to Northern
Uganda as our minibus broke down
shortly after the start of the journey.
5 Kenyans, 2 Ugandans and I spent
2 hours in the shade of a huge roadside tree. Eventually we were offered
a ride in a coach with 40 Uganda
Peoples Defence Force (UPDF) which
grew up to 60 personnel on the way
up north to the EAPC location. This
way of the Lord meant profound fellowship had already started on the
journey there and developed until
after midnight when we arrived.

Praise the Lord. This made it easy to
start the first day of our fast & prayer
together.
Lt Gen Peter Elwelu, Deputy Chief of
the UPDF, extended his 30mins welcome address into a 2-hours-sermon
on spiritual combat, which led into
prayer and worship/adoration with
a music band, UPDF military wives’
choir and about 70 melodious voices.

AFRICA

AMCF

The Next AMCF World President

A special “Prayer for Ukraine” led by
Col Hermann was integrated into the
daily prayers for peace and stability in the East African region, in the
African Continent and the World at
large. From Day 1 there were 100
African military personal from across
the region praying for Ukraine/Russia.
Another example of the AMCF Motto

“All One in Christ Jesus.”

MG Soriano served as the Secretary of the Philippines MCF in 1987. He participated in the 2004 AMCF World Conference in Seoul, and the 2014 AMCF
World Conference in Cape Town. He has undertaken Chaplaincy Training, duly
acknowledged by the International Association of Evangelical Chaplains (IAEC)
and was commissioned as Community Service Chaplain in December 2016. He
has received honorary degrees from International Theological Seminaries in the
Philippines and in Thailand.
Major General Soriano is married to Evelyn and they are blessed with two sons
and two daughters, John Michael, Sean Andrew, Karen Faye Nicole and Tricia
Kim Selyn.

14

Roddy Porter says, “I met Essel Soriano for the first time at the AMCF Quinquennial Conference in 2019. I was struck by his godly character and disposition, and
many present sensed that the Lord had His hand on him for future ministry. I was
therefore not surprised, but delighted, when he emerged as the stand-out candidate to succeed Srilal Weerasooriya. Please pray for Essel and Evelyn, Srilal and
Dilhani as they all prepare for this change of leadership".
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Our sister organization, Association
of Christian Conferences,Teaching
and Services known as ACCTS,
and based in the USA, is in its 50th
year of ministry this year. The 50th
anniversary was celebrated during
their Spring Board meeting, with
many invited guests from the AMCF
family around the world, including
the current and former presidents of
AMCF.
AMCF President, Gen Srilal, and his
wife Dilhani spoke powerfully from
the heart about what ACCTS means
to them, as did Gen Lee, Pil Sup (by
pre-recorded video from Seoul).
Greetings from Gen Sir Laurence
New were given on his behalf
by Mark Hibbert-Hingston who
represented MMI at the celebration.
Gen Clay spoke about his time in
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office and his connections with
ACCTS.
ACCTS founder Cleo Buxton was
remembered, and his son spoke
movingly about both his parents, their
lives and vision. Time was devoted to
sharing stories of what the Lord has
done so far, in and through ACCTS
ministry in the USA and across the
world. Their stories were inspiring,
encouraging, often funny, and gave
God the glory!

Gina Rajah (right) has been a friend
of MMI for many years.

AMCF FAMILY

ACCTS
ACCTS Celebrate 50 years of Ministry

She has most recently been the
ACCTS staff member in Brazil, her
native country. MMI first met Gina
when she was married to Revd Val
Rajah, chief chaplain of Zimbabwe. When Val died, Gina returned
to Brazil, after which she worked
with ACCTS, where her Portuguese
translation skills have been much in
demand.
She handed over her ACCTS role
to a recently retired Brazilian Navy
Captain at the 50th anniversary
meeting in March.

Top: ACCTS Board, staff & and guests.
Accts Director Phil Exner kneeling centre.
AMCF President General Srilal kneelin far
right.
Left: MMI Mark Hibbert-Hingston speaking
at the celebration.
Above: Gina Rajah speaking at the celebration.
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MMI-FIELDWORKER MIDDLE EAST RICHARD MERYON

Many of us forget that the foundations of our Christian faith are in the
Middle East. Yet today, none of
these countries has its culture rooted
in Jesus as Messiah. Across MMI’s
Middle East network, every country is
predominantly Islamic except Israel.
And every Islamic country is Arabic,
except Turkey and Iran.
Today the number of Christian Believers in every country is in decline.
Yet Christianity was born in Bethlehem, just 7km south of Jerusalem,
behind the 2004 Israeli security wall
in today’s ‘West Bank’; and Christianity became eternally victorious
at an empty tomb some 30 years
later just outside the then city walls
of Jerusalem, today 200m into the
Palestinian side of this unique city.
So, Jesus was a Jew, and taught all
and everything from Torah. Yet his
family roots were in Nazareth, most
of whose inhabitants today would
be called Israeli Arab; Nazareth is
in modern day Israel yet principally
populated by Arabs.
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Israeli Messianic Believers view the
Jews as still having a very special
place in God’s heart. On the contrary, Arabic Christians tend to consider that the church has replaced
the Jewish people as the ‘apple of
God’s eye’. But standing apart
from that theological discussion and
debate, prevalent across the Middle
East but especially in Jerusalem,
Christianity is a ‘bit player’ in the
political and religious disagreement
and debacle of this region today.
Arguably no political treaty will
satisfy the varying perspectives
across the Middle East, with opposing opinions adopting irreconcilable
positions. It is my opinion that long
term terrestrial peace will only be
achieved when locals place themselves under Jesus Christ as Lord of
All, embracing their identity in Christ
above all earthly nationality.

Look at the picture.
It shows an Israeli; she has a French
father and an Israeli mother and
she is called OR which in French
means ‘Gold’ and in Hebrew means
‘Light’. Beside her is FADIA who
lives in Bethlehem so she is not
an Israeli Arab but a Palestinian;
in Arabic Fadia means ‘Saviour’.
But you have no idea in this picture
which is which because each puts
Jesus as their Lord, so they can eat
lunch daily at the Garden Tomb in
Jerusalem in absolute harmony.
It is the excitement I draw from this
experience, and the concrete assurance I have in Jesus as Saviour and
Lord, that compels me to support
military Believers across MMI’s Middle East region.

MIDDLE EAST

MIDDLE EAST

All one in Christ Jesus

In some countries, such as Israel,
Jordan, Iraq, Lebanon, and Egypt
they can openly practise their faith;
but in many others, Believers have to
worship in private. In 12 countries of
the Middle East, MMI currently has
no foothold. These are Morocco,
Mauritania, Algiers, Bahrain, Libya,
Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Iran, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar and the UAE. .
Please pray that we can gain access to them one by one.

The Middle East certainly epitomises
the AMCF motto:

“All One in Christ Jesus.”
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"This short report on Nepal from Pastor Blesson demonstrates a new and
challenging MCF India initiative to reach out to neighbouring countries in S
Asia". Regional Team Leader S. Asia

During this Nepal visit one incident stands out. In Kolkata several
years back, I had discipled a young
Goorkha Soldier. He is now facing
much opposition from his parents for
his newfound faith in Jesus Christ. He
insisted on my meeting his sister in
Kathmandu. We met her and prayed
with her husband and Father-inLaw, who is a retired soldier.
In Nepal I felt the people were so receptive to the Gospel especially the

In the Great Commission, Jesus
commanded us to go to the nations and preach the Gospel. I was
therefore excited when asked to go
to Nepal to preach and teach the
Word to veterans and serving military in Nepal.
I left my “new” home in Bihar and
travelled to Nepal via Delhi, to visit
a serving Officer from the Bihar Regiment who is an active member of
our India Eastern MCF. I stayed with
him for a day and had the privilege
of asking God’s blessing on his home
and children. Gp Capt David James
and Litty joined us for an MCF
meeting. The Bihar Regiment Officer
is from a traditional Christian background in Kerala but was very eager
to know the Lord more intimately. He
was baptized recently and joined
the MCF I media group.
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contact details and encouraged
them to keep in touch on their return
to India.

The following day I flew to Kathmandu. At the Airport I met Cmd
Matthew, AMCF VP S Asia, who had
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just arrived. That evening we had a
meeting of the Nepal MCF leaders
and I conveyed to them the greetings of MCF I and MMI.

young ones. VP S Asia is very zealous
for Personal Evangelism especially to
the youth. He shared the gospel with
many in Nepal during this visit.
Pastor Indra and Steve requested me
to continue to visit them and teach
Kingdom values to the Nepal MCF.
The MCF groups in different areas
in Nepal need continuous follow-up
visits and encouragement. The
terrain in the remote areas of Nepal
is dangerous and requires a lot of
commitment to reach those places.
I offer my unconditional support and
help to the Nepal MCF and wish
them all success.

Left page: Military Police MCF

SOUTH ASIA

SOUTH ASIA

'MCF India reaches out to Nepal'.

Left: Katmandu. Pastor Indra, President of the Nepal MCF front left,
AMCF VP Cdr Matthew on his right,
Pastor Blesson next to VP.

On Sunday Morning I shared the
Word in Pastor Indra’s Church. Next
day we took a Local flight to Birat
Nagar to meet the MCF there near
a place called “Eahtery”. I was requested to teach Kingdom values to
the group and I spoke on the subject
of “Integrity”. AMCF VP Commander
Mathew briefed the group on AMCF
aims and organization.
We hired a Jeep to travel around
300 KM to reach Province 2 to form
a new MCF group there. The journey took around 6 hours and the
roads were not good. Here I meet
an unsmiling NCO who served the
Nepal Army for 12 years but was
discharged because of his faith in
Jesus. On the trip I met some serving
soldiers from Indian Goorkha Regiments, home on leave. I collected

Above: Meeting of Nepal MCF
leaders. AMCF VP Matthew
Cetral, Pastor Indra, Nepal MCF
President on his left, Pastor Bleeson on his right.
Left: Newly formed Military Police
MCF Province 2.
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MMI CALENDAR

19 November 2022
MMI PAUSE 4 PRAYER
online

6 July 2022
Trustees Meeting (UK)

MISSION AND VISION
STATEMENTS:
VISION

To see what God might do
if every military Christian
had someone to stand with.

MISSION
Helping Christians follow
Jesus Christ in Armed forces
around the world.

Summer 2022
COV Leadership Seminars
GERMANY

1-2 July
MMI Summer Event UK.

August 2022
Bosnia & Montenegro
road trip

6-9 October 2022
Croatia
Adria Interaction

June
AMCF VP S ASIA regional
visit.

MMI Praying Daily
17.00 BST
for Ukraine/Russia

19-30 July 2022

on zoom.

Isreal visit

Link from

prayer@mmi.org.uk
JUNE 2022
EAST AFRICA PRAYER
MEETING UGANDA

1-22 October 2022
MADAGASCAR: Mountain
Top Interaction (MMTI)
Sept & Nov 2022
IAEC training DRC
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PRAYER IN MMI

Want to
support
our work?
Prayer is the foundation of
everything we do in MMI and we
have various ways to share and ‘fuel’
prayer. Here are some of them:

Next Pause for Prayer morning:

PrayerLink

Next one planned July 2023.

Be a part of our e-mail PrayerLink.
Urgent or immediate prayer needs
and reminders to pray for planned
activity are e-mailed in a short,
succinct form, straight to you. To
sign up, email prayer@mmi.org.uk to
add your name to the MMI prayer
support base.

More detailed prayer needs and
answers to prayers are shared at our
prayer days. Regional Team Leaders
(RTLs) and MMI field workers brief
on recent activities, difficulties and
future plans; international guests are
invited to provide in depth and contextual information on prayer needs.

TPB - The Prayer Brief

Praying for a Region

31 prayers covering ministry activities and regional needs for four
months. One short prayer for each
day of the month (current TPB JulyOct 22) available with the MMI
News or from prayer@mmi.org.uk .
Pause 4 Prayer
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Financial Support

Prayer Support

(previously known as Quarterly Prayer Brief)

Spring and Autumn (currently online)
an opportunity to pray with those
ministering in our regions.
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We need both prayer
and financial support to
be able to continue our
ministry to the military.

Sat 19 November 2022
Annual International Prayer Day

If you would like to pray for a specific
region (Africa, Europe, Middle East,
S Asia) or a country within one of
these regions, you can join a
regional prayer group who meet to
prayer together on-line, currently
we have English, French, Portuguese
and German speaking groups as
well.
For more details on how to support
MMI through prayer, look at our
Prayer page on our website.
www.mmi.org.uk

If you would like to support the
ministry financially, even just £10
a month (by standing order) would
make a huge difference to what we
are able to do.
You can also donate a one-off gift
through the mmi.org.uk website with
give.net, or by bank transfer or by
sending a cheque to the office. You
can also designate a gift for any of
the projects, activities or regions you
have read about.
WAYS TO GIVE
Set up a STANDING ORDER via your
online banking –
you’re in control of how much you
give and when.

GIVE ONLINE: at www.mmi.org.uk
SEND A CHEQUE: payable to Military Ministries International.

By BANK TRANSFER

LEAVE A LEGACY: If you wish to
know more about leaving a gift in
your will please contact us.

Our bank details are:
Military Ministries International
Sort Code: 20-61-82 A/c No.
40127469

Your support, no matter how small
can help us, through Jesus Christ, to
give every military Christian someone
to stand with.
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Cape Verde
Cape Verde MCF President and team preparing the gifts of Electronic Bibles for destribution and (left), distributing to the police.

to Matan & Karen in Israel.

EAPC Uganda Evening
prayertime for Ukraine

Mozambique
MCF Military members
participating in Bíbles
destribution(left) and
Desafio newspaper
preparation (below)

Front Cover:
Cape Verde MCF Santiago Island Pr. Luís
Preaching to soldiers
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NOTICE BOARD

NOTICE BOARD

Congratulations

In DRC:
Elie (Head of DRC Chaplaincy),
Eric (MMI), Augustin (CCruMM) RS

Receiving an MMI gift
laptop in South Sudan

MMI Praying Daily
17.00 BST
for Ukraine/Russia
on zoom.

Link from prayer@mmi.org.uk
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BACKPACK

This season's thought to take with you
and share ...

I am The ......
Who IS Jesus? In John’s Gospel, Jesus answers that
question with 7 ‘ I am’ statements. During Spring we
thought about the first 4, so for the rest of the summer lets
reflect on the last 3.
I am the Resurrection and the Life. Jn 11.25 . Jesus’
resurrection happened in this world and has implications
for now as well as later. Heaven is ‘real’ - in comparison
this world is merely shadow but because of the resurrection
of Jesus we are sometimes privileged to catch glimpses of
heaven on earth.
I am the way, the truth and the life Jn 14:6. At sea the
navigator checks where he is right now -“The Truth”; he
plots the course and speed ahead -“The Way”, to reach
his destination on time -“The Life”…..make Jesus your
Headmark.
I am the True Vine. Jn 15:1. Jesus, the true vine invites us
to be grafted into Him, to abide with and tabernacle with
Him; all day, every day.

