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Your prayers have surely been answered!
MMI Regional Team Leader (East & Southern Africa), Major Homfray Vines gives us a flavour of his recent visit to South Sudan, Kenya and Uganda

T

his was a good and very
valuable visit. The Lord certainly placed us in positions
where we could strengthen all
the disciples: "After spending
some time in Antioch, Paul set
out from there and travelled
from place to place throughout
the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples.” (Acts 18:23).
South Sudan
MMI Associate, Major John
Seii and I were ‘hijacked’ in
Juba by a group of chaplains
and lay leaders led by the
Episcopal Church of the Sudan
(ECS) under Military Archdeacon Sergent the Venerable
John Majok. They provided a
car for us from the Ministry of
Defence, where we were taken
to receive a formal welcome
from the Director of Public Relations on behalf of the Minister. Although our contact
Father Martin, the Secretary of
the MCF was with us through-

out the programme, he was not
able to control it!
We visited 7 churches in SPLA
barracks, belonging to the
Archdeaconry, preached in 2 of
them, attended 2 meetings with
the church leaders, met the Assistant Bishop of Juba, Right
Reverend Fraser Yosack and
the Acting Permanent Under
Secretary of State for Defence.
There appears to be a movement towards setting up a formal military chaplaincy, which
we may be able to assist.
During our time in Juba we
were able to spend an afternoon with the MCF and another group of SPLA chaplains
under the leadership of Major
Reverend Peter Akesh. This
was both a valuable and encouraging meeting.
Tanzania
In Dar Es’ Salaam, Colonel
Philip Serem and I were able to
break through the formal 'political speak' about no religion in

the Tanzanian Peoples Defence Force to meet with serving Christians, who are freely
able to worship in 'local'
churches, some of which are in
military barracks. Both the RC
and Protestant churches have
many military 'Jumuia' or home
groups that meet on Saturday
mornings for fellowship. We
were advised to make all formal AMCF contact through the
church and met with Bishop
Elias who was happy to take
on this role.
Uganda
I was amazed at the change in
Kampala since my last visit in
October 2012 at the time of their
Jubilee. The revelation about the
places of worship in the barracks is moving forward. Rev-

erend Charles Okongo and I received a very warm welcome at
the Defence HQ from everyone
from the Chief of the Defence
Force, General Katumba himself, to the guard on the gate.
The CDF wishes to start exploring the religious issues in their
armed forces. On Saturday we
had a great time of prayer and
worship with the MCF.
Kenya
In Nairobi I was able to brief
Colonel Reverend Lelei and
Brigadier General Francis
Ogolla on the moves forward in
the region. They advised me
that the AMCF Prayer Convention will take place in October
as a state event and be
opened by the Kenyan
President.

MCF Chairman, Col Tom Tumuhairwe and Secretary, Lt Paul
Koyoa are using the Discipleship Course in the UPDF

Homfray Vines being presented with a
Dinka Cross by Maj Rev Peter Chol

Tablet and smart phone users scan
here to read your MMI Newsletter
on your handheld device.

Military Ministries International 2013 Programme
October
tba East Africa Prayer
Convention (Kenya)
4-6 Romanian MCF meeting
(Stoevski)

4-6 AFCU/NCF Meeting (UK)
(McCabe)
5-6 Czech MCF meeting
(Thorun)
11-13 Portuguese MCF (MEP)
meeting (Cóias)

Building disciples - Shaping nations

17-30 Mission trip to India,
Bangladesh & Nepal
18-20 Dutch MCF & visit Belgium (Stoevski & Thorun)
November
15-16 MMI Trustees residential

22-30 AMCF GI 2014 P&P
December
1-7 Warrior Training (South
Africa)
tba Ukraine MCF meeting
(Stoevski)
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Africa
West African Interaction MMI Chief Executive & Team Leader, Colonel Jos McCabe reports,
“God inspires and encourages participants”
T
here are enormous challenges in organising any
event in Africa but under God,
the Christian Military Fellowships Support Initiative (CSI for
short) encouraged by AMCF
West African Vice President,
Air Commodore (Retd) Ishaku
Komo, did it with some style.
Hospitality, incredible generosity and a desire to serve the
Lord were all clearly much in
evidence to the delegates during the recent West African Interaction. All who attended left
inspired and encouraged by
this truly African organised
event.
Participants from Ghana,
Guinea Bissau and the Central
African Republic (sponsored
under God’s leading with generous support from our sup-

porters) attended the 8 day
long event. AMCF World President, General Srilal Weerasooriya, and his wife Dilhani,
travelled from Sri Lanka to be
present. Colonel Daniel Njoya
(AMCF Vice President Franco
Phone Africa) came from
Cameroon accompanied by his
wife, Chantal.
Colonel Maurice Goeleyn, from
the Central African Republic
was so thankful to be a part of
the Interaction Team. He left
really encouraged and we pray,
is ready to continue working for
the Lord in a country where law
and order are very fragile. He
had been taken off the departing plane in his home country,
questioned and was not going
to be allowed to attend but he
persuaded his questioners to

check with their authorities.
They made a call and actually
spoke to someone who knew
Maurice and he was freed, running eventually to get back on
the plane.
Pastor Felix and Captain Siuna
from Guinea Bissau were also
effusive in their appreciation for
all they experienced in Nigeria.
At home they cannot get into
barracks to work or talk about
an MCF, and a serving officer
has never been given permission before to leave the country
for a Christian event. It was a
miracle that Captain Siuna had
been given permission to
come. Participating in Interaction was a real breakthrough.
Participants travelled “Interaction style” across the central
belt of Nigeria and took part in

a range of activities. Highlights
included speaking at the Nigerian Military Christian Fellowship National Executive Retreat
in Kaduna, attending a Sunday
service in the President of
Nigeria’s Villa Chapel, with the
President in attendance and
accompanying Ishaku Komo in
his role as Paramount Chief of
the Zar people, into their tribal
area of Tafawa Balewa . This is
a small predominantly Christian
area embedded in the majority
Muslim Bauchi state. Christians
here do feel threatened and
have experienced violent attacks by terrorists. Interaction
participants were welcomed by
traditional dancing and they
spoke at a special church service to encourage the people.

AMCF World President lays out his vision to participants

Interaction participants

Will East Africa gather for
a Prayer Convention?
Homfray Vines seeks our prayers in support of this regional event

T

he purpose of the Prayer
Convention is to mobilize
MCFs in the region to come
apart together and to seek the
Lord’s face and strength. “If
my people would walk in my
ways, then I would quickly
subdue their enemies.” (Psalm
81:13)
It is anticipated that the convention would be attended by
about 120 people from the region and would last 4 days.
2

The Kenyans are busy preparing for this event and hopefully
will be able to hold it in October or November this year; fitingly just before the nation
celebrates its Golden Jubilee.
Please pray for Colonel Lelei
the Principal Army Chaplain
and his organising team as
they prepare for this event and
invite the region to come.

“A

Homfray Vines
prepares to
handover again!

ll good things come to an
end.” they say and so
Homfray Vines, having worked
in 3 MMI positions - Field Director (Europe), Executive
Chairman and Regional Team
Leader (East & Southern
Africa), is preparing to stand
down as a member of the MMI
staff in Spring 2014.
The search has begun for a
successor to Homfray and another to take over the RTL re-

www.m-m-i.org.uk

sponsibilities in West & Francophone Africa from Jos McCabe to allow him to
concentrate fully on his Chief
Executive/Team Leader responsibilities.
If you know anyone who might
be interested please show
them the advertisement on the
back page or invite them to
phone the office for more details. We are casting the net as
wide as possible.
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New dates for Global Interaction
30 November - 6 December 2014
Please note these new dates

Appealling for Partner Churches
MMI supporters will know that we are inviting churches with international vision to partner with us
in AMCF GI 2014. Through this appeal we will be enabling participation by those for whom the
cost of attending such an event is far beyond them. Letters have gone to our supporters but if you
think your church has the vision to help and be an AMCF GI 2014 partner please ask us for an appeal letter to explain how they can share in this exciting project.

AMCF GI 2014 on your
How is the Lord lead- tablet or smart phone
ing you to participate U
in AMCF GI 2014?
se these links and QR
codes to be more involved with and support
AMCF GI 2014:

This QR code
support, for others, financial
will take you
support and still others it is
to the GI 2014
being there in South Africa as
webpage:
an MCF leader or future leader
and for many attendance will
amcf2014.org
be to grow as a follower of
From there links will take you
Jesus Christ in the armed
to pages with documents that
forces.
update you on what is hapIf you are planning to come we
pening in preparation for
need you to register now.
(Early registration and payment
will entitle you to a reduced
charge.) Use the link in this QR
code or click through the MMI
... and all who supported him
website m-m-i.org.uk to the
and hosted him at the 9 different
registration
cities or military establishments
page.
he visited.
The Lord envisioned Mike to
support GI 2014 and Mike is an
obedient servant, a man after
God’s own heart so did not leave
it there. On Tuesday 25th June,
... and while we are being “smart” have you seen the ACCTS
Mike, accompanied by Peter
App? Keep in touch with our sister organisation’s activities by
Howes, covered nearly 1,000
downloading it now from App Store or Google play
miles, and that was only the first
day! As you can see it was an
early start but they persisted for
a week and covered over 3,000
miles travelling for a total of 75
hours. Often starting very early
and returning very late at night.
Planning a schedule like Mike’s
when you are wheelchair bound
is not easy. Space does not permit listing the number of trains he
took over the week but thanks to

M

any different people
read our Newsletter:
supporters, MCF leaders and members, individual
Christians in the armed forces
across the world who have no
MCF to join and some who find
us through surfing the world
wide web. Some are very
much aware of AMCF Global
Interaction 2014 and others are
reading about it now for the
first time. We want everybody
to participate in AMCF GI 2014
in some way. We want you to
participate in whatever way the
Lord is leading and ask that
you seek God’s guidance. For
some participation is prayer
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GI 2014, pages that tell you
how you can pray in support
of the event and links that enable you to provide your financial support.

In addition on amcf2014.org
there are videos about the
event and videos of what it
means to different people.
There are more videos on the
ACCTS website, accts.org. All
this helps to inform our
prayers for AMCF GI 2014.

Thank you Mike Homer!

www.m-m-i.org.uk

Fareham station at 0515 and Mike is
ready to roll

Mike £1,600 has been raised to
support GI 2014.
Thank you, Mike!
3

Europe
The Balkans get ever more interesting!
MMI European Staff Member, Reverend (Commander (Retd)) Mike Terry reports on MMI’s 3rd missionary trip to the Balkan countries

E

uropean Team Leader,
Revd Grozdan Stoevski,
with Col (Retd) Igor Sawicki and
Revd Cdr (Retd) Mike Terry
made MMI’s third missionary trip
to the Balkans in early July. Following up previous visits is vital
to the pioneering element of
MMI’s work otherwise our work
becomes more akin to smash
and grab than long term investment in the Kingdom of Heaven.
In this visit they also explored
future options for the MMI sailing retreat previously held in the
Netherlands.
As ever, God had surprises!
Meeting in Sofia, Bulgaria, the
team travelled into Serbia,
staying overnight in a church
guest house where the local
Orthodox priest was intrigued

to hear of MMI’s work. Next, in
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovena, they had an unplanned meeting with a Pastor
Hadzic who was highly sympathetic to and particularly interested in MMI’s multi-confessional approach with the military. He has potentially useful
contacts in this hitherto unexplored state.
A planned rendezvous in Split,
Croatia, with a local pastor was
cancelled but the team had discussions with two yacht charter
agents. Their offers are being
considered (although they look
expensive); please pray about
the future of the sailing retreat!
Over-nighting in Zagreb afforded opportunity to meet
Dražen Hrzenjak, a Yugoslav

War veteran and MEO 2013 attendee (see page 7). He has
formed an officially recognised
veterans organisation, “Together in battle – together in
Christ”, which could be foundational to forming an MCF.
Dražen enthused infectiously
about reaching war veterans
with the love, forgiveness and
healing of Christ, and his intention to develop this work into
the emergency services and
active military.
Back in Serbia, although doors
to meet previous contacts were
shut, the team met a Pastor
Savic in Belgrade. Like the
Sarajevo pastor he works with
other confessions, has several
links which could prove valuable for MMI’s Balkan ministry

and was excited to hear of
Dražen’s passion for working
with Croat veterans; he could
be interested in similar work in
Serbia.
The team’s final morning, in
Sofia, involved meeting Bulgarian MCF leaders who had
driven three hours to be with
them. This was a wonderful
time of mutual encouragement
and fellowship, a key part of
MMI’s work.
This exciting trip opened new
possibilities, particularly working with veterans. Pray on,
please for wisdom about developing MMI’s work in the
Balkans; God is opening doors
there. We must follow his
agenda and, as the title says,
“It gets ever more interesting!”

In Croatia with Dražen Hrzenjak

This block of flats in Sarajevo is a chilling reminder of the
Balkans conflict

Members of the Bulgarian MCF drove 3 hours to meet with the MMI team

European MCF Autumn
Meetings need prayer
Please note these dates for your prayer diary:
October:
4-6 Romania
5-6 Czech Republic
6 United Kingdom (AFCU & NCF joint meeting)
11-13 Portugal
18-20 The Netherlands
December:
Ukraine (dates to be confirmed)
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Europe
MMI support for military family life
Pursuing effective
biblical stewardship
European Regional Team Leader, Revd Grozdan Stoevski reports
on a Biblical Stewardship Seminar in Ukraine

B

iblical Stewardship has
turned out to be a topic of
great interest for the MCF
leaders in Ukraine and other
Russian-speaking countries.
Reverend Grozdan Stoevski,
and MMI Secretary, Lieutenant
Colonel (Retd) Mike Paterson
responded to a request from
the Ukrainian MCF to provide
some additional training in Biblical Stewardship as a follow
up to the same seminar, provided by MMI in April of 2012.
The event was hosted by the
Tavricheski Bible Institute and
coordinated by Georgi Kaliaka,
the MCF leader for the region
of Kherson, Southern Ukraine.
This time the group was larger
– 19 participants - and had an

international flavour too – with
delegates from Russia and Belarus. For a day and a half they
shared and discussed what the
Bible taught on subjects such
as: God’s responsibilities and
my responsibilities in stewardship; Ownership, Debt and Investment, Giving and Integrity.
As a result, MMI has now been
invited to provide this Biblical
Stewardship Seminar for the
MCFs of Belarus, Russia,
Moldova and Bulgaria. Romania has also considered it. The
training has inspired those who
have attended to become more
faithful in their stewardship
thus glorifying the Lord and enabling them in their ministries.

Nineteen participants and two speakers in Ukraine

Grozdan & Mike pray for regional leader Georgi Kaliaka

So you have to work at marriage - How do we
do that?
F
Mark & Lucinda Hibbert-Hingston report on the MCF Leaders Marriage Review in Moldova

ollowing a request two
years ago by Eduard
Roşca, leader of the Moldovan
MCF, MMI brought together
couples in MCF leadership in
Russian-speaking countries of
Eastern Europe for encouragement, teaching and prayer on
the topic of marriage. In addition to those in leadership, Eduard and Mariana had invited
other local couples known to
them.

city, Chisinau, and it proved
ideal for our purposes.

Serbia and UK. The comments
received speak for themselves:

Sixteen couples took part, either leading the teaching, running the event or as delegates,
from the following nations: Germany, Bulgaria, Moldova,
Ukraine, Belarus, Romania,

 “the conference has exceeded all my expectations by
far”;
 “my dream of this conference
has been fulfilled”;
 “we were not told, in what we

have failed, but were encouraged with good and experienced
advice”;
 “I do need more and more of
this for my own ministry; this all
is so important”;
 “so many things were totally
new for me”.

Rainer & Karin Thorun providing some of the tools to work at a marriage

The teaching was led and coordinated by Rainer and Karin
Thorun, with Grozdan and
Slavica Stoevski and Mark and
Lucinda Hibbert-Hingston in
support. The weekend was
held in a holiday rest centre
catering for both families and
groups, about 30 minutes from
the centre of Moldova’s capital
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South Asia
Pakistan Chaplaincy encouraged by
Urdu Discipleship Course
MMI Regional Team Leader (South Asia), Chris West’s story of his recent visit to Pakistan

C

hris visited Pakistan in
July to attend the launch
of ‘Rahnuma’ - the Urdu version of ‘Biblical Service’ - in the
Diocese of Lahore and Multan.
During the visit Chris heard
that, following the launch of the
course in the Peshawar Diocese, 3 courses were underway, one of which is to
officer-cadets and recruits at a
military academy. We praise
God for the faithful service of

Commander (Retd) Mathew,
leader of Benaiah and the
AMCF regional Vice
President, who coordinated the translation
and publication of
‘Rahnuma’ shown
here.
At the launch in the
Garrison Church of
Multan a senior
serving officer
expressed his

excitement that a discipleship
course had been produced
specifically for the military, saying, “This has never been
done before!”. This
launch in Multan
also coincided with
the completion of
the restoration of
the exterior of the
Church by the Pakistan Army inspired by
a realization that it con-

tained their heritage. During
this visit it became clear that
the vicars of these ‘Garrison’
Churches were reviving their
roles as Chaplains. There have
also been calls from those
working in a military hospital
for a correspondence course;
an exciting development.
Please pray for Commander
(Retd) Mathew and Benaiah as
they support the Clergy in the
deployment of ‘Rahnuma’.

Commander (Retd) Mathew engages locals at Multan

Rahnuma is launched in Multan

Commanders respond positively to ‘Biblical
Service’ Course
MMI Regional Team Leader (South Asia), Chris West visits the Sri Lankan MCF
Presenting Biblical Service to the Army and
Navy Commanders

6

T

he Sri Lankan capital
Colombo felt relaxed and
peaceful as tensions experienced during the war appear to
fade. Chris’ arrival from Pakistan coincided with the
monthly MCF meeting where
he gave an update on MCF
progress in the region and the
Sri Lanka MCF made presentations to young Buddhist war
veterans who had lost limbs in
the conflict. They were impressed by this gesture and

www.m-m-i.org.uk

enjoyed the worship and fellowship afterwards. The next
day Chris was asked to speak
at an outreach event led by the
Air Force Christian Fellowship.
The Biblical Service discipleship course was presented to
the Army and Navy Commanders. Both took courses away
to study. Please pray that they
will give approval for general
use amongst Christians in their
armed forces.

MMI Newsletter Autumn 2013

Middle East
The Middle East remains a troubled area
By MMI Regional Team Leader (Middle East), Colonel (Retd) Richard Sandy

A

s could be anticipated turmoil in Syria and Egypt is
spreading throughout the region. There seems little
prospect of bringing an end to
the conflict in Syria and its effects are increasingly being felt
in the neighbouring countries
of Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey and
Jordan. The removal of the
elected President in Egypt and
subsequent demonstrations
both in support of and against
President Morsi have served to
further divide the country.
Amongst the resultant breakdown in law and order Christians are being targeted by
extremists who see them as
enemies of Islam. It has made
visits to the countries we wish

to visit increasingly difficult.
The best we can do is to remain in contact, by telephone
and email, to reassure Christians we know in these countries that they are in our
prayers and to continue to pray
for peace.
In Israel, meanwhile, ministry
amongst Messianic Jews and
Israeli Christians in the IDF
continues. A pre-Army course,
Netsor, to help prepare Christians who are about to undergo
their military service, was held
in July and in June there was a
Soldiers’ Conference, for
Christians serving in the IDF.
The photo shows young Israeli
Christians on the Pre-Army
course, somewhere in Israel!

Young Israeli Believers on Netsor in July

“I’ll have some of that to take home, please”
MMI Secretary, Lieutenant Colonel (Retd) Mike Paterson, reports on the 2013 Military Evangelism Observation programme in South

Y

ou can see it written on
their faces as participants
in the annual Military Evangelism Observation (MEO) event
in South Korea join in the Korean MCF’s annual gathering,
timed to coincide with the anniversary of the Korean War.
They are ushered into the main
sanctuary on Prayer Mountain
where worship has already
begun and young vibrant
Christians, serving in the Republic of Korea military are on
their feet singing and praising
God.
By this stage the MEO programme has introduced them
to AMCF and MCFs, they have
heard from ACCTS, MMI and
their hosts the Mission Support
Organisation (MSO) about
events and activities around
the world and have visited the
Korean demilitarized zone and
begun to understand the recent
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history of the Korean peninsular.
The whole Korean national
story since 1953 is an inspiration whether you have seen it
once or nearly 10 times as I
have. What appears to many to
be little more than applied hard
work is clearly a divine miracle
to Believers who see what it really means when a nation’s
spiritual state grows such that
they have 20,000+ Christian
missionaries working worldwide. The Korean MCF has
some 60,000 members and to
take part in their annual gathering with 15,000 of them is literally, awesome. The visitors
taking part in MEO always
want to take home a slice of
what they have seen and see
their own MCFs grow in the
same way.

MEO participants (foreground) join KMCF in worship on Prayer Mountain

www.m-m-i.org.uk
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AMCF History Pt 7
(2002-2012) Published
MMI congratulates MSO (Mission Support Organisation) on
the publication of Part 7 of the
AMCF Historical review. Parts
1-6 were compiled by former
AMCF President General Sir
Laurence New. All parts, 1-7,
are available in pdf format files
from the MMI office. Sadly the
expense of printing prohibits us
from offering hard copy.

MMI Supporters’
Weekend 1-2 March 2014
Southern Africa in 2014
W

e will be returning to Salisbury for our Supporters’
Weekend next year. Please put
1-2 March in your diary and join
us, and international guests, in St
Paul’s Church from 9.30am as
we look forward to AMCF Global
Interaction 2014 and take a
wider look at military ministry in

Recruiting MMI Africa
Team Leaders

AMCF Day of Prayer 2014
M
Saturday 26th October 2013
for prayer for AMCF and all its
associated fellowships and the
individual followers of Jesus

Christ in the world’s armed
forces that make up the Association.
Prayer Fuel for this event will
be found, nearer the time, on
the ACCTS and MMI websites
or will be available in hard
copy from the MMI office.

Follow the MMI PrayerBlog on
www.m-m-i.org.uk/category/prayer
Patron
General the Lord Dannatt
GCB CBE MC DL
Trustees
David Thomson (Chairman)
Maj (Retd) David Baldwin
Capt Mike Barritt RN
Mrs Yvonne Cobbold
Rev, Col (Retd) Richard Cobbold
Lt Col Innocent Shams
Maj Gen Arnvid Løvbukten (Norway)
Rev Philip Majcher
Maj Gen Roddy Porter
Associates
Col Charles Amaning (Ghana)
Jeremy Clare
Rev Simon Farmer
Mrs Anthea Fillingham
Gen Joshua Hamidu (Ghana)
Col Peter Harvey
Col Ivar Hellberg
LTC(R) Dell McDonald (USA)
Gen Sir Laurence New
Cdr Michael and Mrs Sue Piper
Mrs Gina Rajah (Brazil)
Lt Col Jan Ransom
Capt Inge Wold (Norway)
Mrs Sue Skippage
Maj John Seii (Kenya)
Ian Willis
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MMI is looking for two individuals with hearts for Christian ministry amongst the world’s armed forces who will
plan and lead our operations in Africa. In recent years the work
in Africa has developed significantly from that which was pioneered at the beginning and, in future, we seek to encourage
and empower Africans to take the work forward for themselves
as God leads.
Applicants should be committed Christians with military
experience. They will form part of the executive team of this
ground breaking and challenging mission and have to work
closely with the existing staff supported by a committed Board
of Trustees.
The positions could attract a salary; expenses and travel costs
will be paid. They would be suitable for part time working but
applicants must be prepared to spend up to 3 weeks away
from home on an occasional basis. An ability to speak French
would be very advantageous for one of the posts and useful in
the other.
For further information and an application form for these posts
please contact Mike Paterson, Secretary, MMI on 01252
311222 or headoffice@m-m-i.org.uk.
Closing date 18 November 2013.

Text a donation
Did you know you can donate to
MMI by text?
Simply text MMIX07 £2, £5 or £10
(maximum) to 70070.
or

Give on line
Use this QR code to
go to the MMI page
and give through
Stewardship’s
give.net.
Download a QR code reader from
App Store or Google Play.
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ilitary Christian Fellowships around the world
are invited to set aside some
time on

Southern Africa.
The Sunday programme, at
Sarum College, will be aimed
at the MMI “home team” but all
are welcome.
Costs for those only attending on
the Saturday and will start at £30.
Look out for the flier in our winter
mailing.
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