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1st Wednesday Prayer Hour – February 2016
MMI keeps the first Wednesday of the month as a day for corporate prayer. The hour set aside is 9.00am-10.00am, but for those who are not able to join in prayer then, please use these notes to pray for an hour at some time during the day.
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Some years ago I had to entertain the AMCF VP for North America, a serving two-star American General.  He put on his civilian clothes and I took him to the “Alexander Nevski” Orthodox Cathedral in central Sofia. While looking at the icons in silent prayer, we noticed two young American soldiers, obviously on leave. The General introduced himself to them and they froze in shock, to see one of their most superior commanders in a very unusual setting. What followed was a very warm conversation on the importance of faith. The General had humbled himself. Before God rank does not matter. What matters is where your heart stands. There is an Old Testament story about another General, Commander of the Syrian Army, by the name of Naaman who had leprosy who was humbled by his meeting with the Prophet Elisha. 
Read:  2 Kings 5:1-16
Naaman appears at the door of Elisha’s house and demands that he is healed. The prophet does not even bother to meet him in person but sends a messenger to tell him to go and wash himself seven times in the Jordan River (vs 9,10). Rank does not matter in God’s eyes. “For God does not show favoritism.” (Rom.2:17) The prophet is the real General in God’s perspective.  
Pride, on the contrary, could be a hindrance to the work of God. Naaman demanded a dramatic and miraculous ritual by the prophet (vs. 11,12)
In the end of the day, Naaman humbles himself, goes out of his way to the Jordan river, washes himself seven times and gets miraculously healed.(vs.13,14) Humility is the prerequisite for the work of  God in one’s life. 

Naaman appears again at the door of the prophet Elisha. He is a changed man now. He is cleansed not only of the leprosy of his body but also of the leprosy of his soul, his pride. He offers Elisha a generous gift but the prophet refuses, but the gift of God is not bought with money. It is received in humility.
Pray

What to thank God for
1. We are grateful to God for the MMI EC and Staff Retreat which took place 11-14 January at Ladywell Spiritual and Retreat Centre.
2. We give thanks that Eric is back safely in France after his first trip to Cameroon and Chad, which went well and that he was able to meet with everyone he had planned to meet.
Prayers for February

1. European Military Christian Meeting (EMCM) 19-22 February.  Military Christians will gather from all across Europe, various nations, various ranks – for a spirit of unity and humility, so that we all can see the miraculous work of God among us! Pray
a. for all participants who need a visa to obtain it on time – especially for the Russians.
b.  for safety of travels, for the Programme, for the staff responsible for the whole event.
2. Middle East: Pray for RTL Middle East Richard as he prays through the possibility of a return trip to Erbil in the next few months. Pray for wisdom in how MMI can best minister to the Christians there.

3. MMI Organization Continue to pray for the right person to join the office staff in the right role.

4. MMI Supporters Weekend 5-6 March:  Bishop Henry Orombi from Uganda (and main speaker at Global Interaction in 2014) will be our main speaker at the weekend. Pray for the preparation and planning; for good attendance from MMI and the military community, for Bishop Henry as he discerns the message to bring;  for open ears, and responsive hearts and minds; for the presence and power of the Holy Spirit; 
